Presidential Outline – Complete the outline below on your assigned president. Your information will be shared with the rest of the class as a study guide.  You should be specific and thorough.  

1. President: James Buchanan__ Number 15  VP – John Breckenridge
2. Political Party  Democrat  
3. Term of Office _1857-1861
4. Who came before and after him, and what were their Political parties?   

 Franklin Pierce (Democrat ) preceded him and Abraham Lincoln (Republican)
5. Were there any unusual circumstances surrounding his ascent to the presidency?  If so, describe the situation in specific detail.   

The controversy over the Kansas Nebraska Act and the squabbling in the Democratic party led the Democrats to not nominate Franklin Pierce for reelection instead choosing Buchanan  - who had not stated position on the Act.  John Fremont was the first ever Republican candidate and Millard Fillmore was nominated by the American Party/No Nothing Party.  The divided nation chose Buchanan with about 45% of the Popular Vote. 
Hotly debated at the time was the Dred Scott case.  In an unusual move Buchanan asked Chief Justice Roger Taney to not announce the decision until after the election and swearing in. 

Electors –  Buchanan 174,  Fremont 114
6. Are there any catch phrases or terms specifically associated with this president?  If so, list and explain them     Bachelor President, Aunt Nancy -eluding to whispers of his sexual orientation and relationship with Rufus King
7.  When he left office, was it by:  choice, defeat, natural death, assassination, or resignation.  Explain your answer. Buchanan had committed to being a one term President.  He did not run in 1856.  
8.  Complete the charts below explaining the events of this presidency. Use specific terms and phrases whenever possible. 

	Domestic Policies and or Events

	1. 1857 –Dred Scott, Lecompton Constitution
2. 1858 – Lincoln-Douglas Debates, Republicans take control of Congress
3. 1859 – John Brown’s Raid on Harper’s Ferry

4. 1860 – Four way election and South Carolina secedes Dec. 20, 1860
5. 1861- watches the formation of the Confederacy


	 Foreign Policies and Events

	He was much too busy to have much of a foreign policy 


