Presidential Outline – Complete the outline below on your assigned president. Your information will be shared with the rest of the class as a study guide.  You should be specific and thorough.  

1.President:  Gerald Ford     Number 38   Vice presidents:  Nelson Rockefeller
2. Political Party – Republican
3. Term of Office   1974-1977
4. Who came before and after him, and what were their Political parties? 

Richard Nixon (Republican) preceded him and Jimmy Carter (Democrat) followed him 
5. Were there any unusual circumstances surrounding his ascent to the presidency?  If so, describe the situation in specific detail.
 The scandals of the Nixon administration led to his ascent.  Nixon’s Vice President Spiro Agnew resigned (October 1973) due to charges of Tax evasion while Governor of Maryland.  Gerald Ford was nominated by Pres. Nixon to replace Spiro Agnew.  It was the first use of the 25th Amendment (1967) which specifically describes the procedure for filling the position of Vice President and the direct line of succession to the Presidency.  Little did he know that 10 months later on August 9, 1974 he would become President.  It made his administration the only one in U.S. History in which neither the President nor Vice President (Nelson Rockefeller) were ever elected. 
6. Are there any catch phrases or terms specifically associated with this president?  If so, list and explain them.   Secret Deal, Pardon, Stagflation
7.  When he left office, was it by:  choice, defeat, natural death, assassination, or resignation.  Explain your answer. 
Most historians look at Gerald Ford as an honest President who was much needed following the Nixon presidency.  He was never able to quell the belief that he made a deal to achieve the Presidency by pardoning Richard Nixon.  When Jimmy Carter ran against him in 1976 he was defeated, thus he was never actually elected to the presidency on his own accord. 
8.  Complete the charts below explaining the events of this presidency. Use specific terms and phrases whenever possible. 

	Domestic Policies and or Events

	1974 – “I ask you to confirm me as your president with your prayers,”  Nixon Pardon, Amnesty for Draft Dodgers, 12% Inflation, Midterm elections – Dems. Take House and Senate (94th Congress overrode the highest percentage of vetoes since Andrew Johnson), ‘WIN” program introduced,  5.5% tax increase on the wealthy, cut in Federal spending
1975 – Swing Flu increases (H1N1), supported ERA,  Betty Ford called Roe V. Wade a great decision (60 Minutes), Education for All Handicapped Children Act (PL94-142), 9% Unemployment, Tax Reduction Act,  Federal loans to NYC, two assassination attempts
1976 – Bi Centennial, continued to struggle with stagflation, faced challenge from Ronald Reagan to the party nomination.  



	 Foreign Policies and Events

	 1974 – Détente continues, North Vietnam invades South Vietnam, Congress refuses aid
1975 – Visits China, Helsinki Accords,  First G7 conference, Turkish dispute, suspension of new Arms agreement with Israel, Sinai Interim Agreement,  South Vietnam Falls (4/30/75), Mayaguez incident (5/75), Border dispute with North Korea (Axe Murder Incident),  
 

	


