Presidential Outline – Complete the outline below on your assigned president. Your information will be shared with the rest of the class as a study guide.  You should be specific and thorough.  

1.President:  Ronald Reagan     Number 40   Vice President:  George Bush
2. Political Party – Republican
3. Term of Office   1981-1989
4. Who came before and after him, and what were their Political parties? 

Jimmy Carter (Democrat) preceded him and George Bush (Republican) followed him 
5. Were there any unusual circumstances surrounding his ascent to the presidency?  If so, describe the situation in specific detail.
 Oldest president inaugurated (69) and oldest to hold the office (77). He defeated incumbent Jimmy Carter largely due to the Iran Hostage Crisis. 
6. Are there any catch phrases or terms specifically associated with this president?  If so, list and explain them.   The Teflon President, Reaganomics, “Mr. Gorbachev, Tear down this wall.”  The Moral Majority
7.  When he left office, was it by:  choice, defeat, natural death, assassination, or resignation?  Explain your answer. 
 He served two terms. 
8.  Complete the charts below explaining the events of this presidency. Use specific terms and phrases whenever possible. 

	Domestic Policies and or Events

	Cornerstones – Strong Patriotic Theme, Traditional Conservative Values, Tax Cuts
1981 –  Assassination attempt (3/30/81), Reaganomics (Supply Side Theory), Economic Recovery Act of 1981 (included Capital Gains cuts and lowering the maximum tax for the wealthy), $60 B Deficit, $914 B Debt  (Pres. Carter’s),  Omnibus Reconciliation Act of 1981 (Cuts in public service jobs, unemployment payments, welfare, food stamps, Medicare, Medicaid, Education, The Environment, alternative Fuel research, the Arts, and Urban Housing programs, Sandra Day O’Connor to the Supreme Court (first woman), PATCO strike and firing,  Poverty = 29M, AIDS identified, 
1982 - $100B Deficit
1983 – Social Security Act (taxing affluent retirees, addl. Funding), fuel efficiency and pollution standards for vehicles expires
1984 – Cut Federal spending on Social Programs $136B - New Federalism,  Cable Communications Act of 1984 (regulated Cable industry)
1985 – Arms Embargo to South Africa
1986 – $221 B Deficit, $3.1 Tr. Debt

1987 – Reagan Recession (Stock Market Crash), War on Drugs - $1.8 B (Just Say No!), “Tear down this wall, ”
1988 – Civil Rights Act of 1988 (compensated victims of Japanese internment, Poverty = 32M
1989 – 20% of children in poverty



	 Foreign Policies and Events

	 Cornerstones – Libya, USSR, Military buildup
1981 – Hostages released (Iran), Libyan diplomats expelled, limited import of Japanese vehicles, “Charlie Wilson’s War” – through 1989, Iran-Iraq War (1981 - 1988)
1982 – Falkland Islands War
1983 – Lebanon (241 Marines Killed), Grenada, aid to rebels in Nicaragua,  USSR shoots down Korean airliner, US deploys Cruise missiles in Europe, SDI announced
1984 – Iran Contra Affair begins (through 1986)
1985 – Reagan Doctrine (backing Anti-Communist Efforts anywhere: Afghanistan, Central America), Grenada, Glasnost, meetings with Gorbachev begin
1986 – Bombing of Tripoli (W. Berlin disco bombing), Philippines (Pressured Marcos to step down) 
1987 – INF Treaty (Destroy Nuclear Weapons in Europe) 
1988 -  US – Canadian Free Trade Pact
 

	


