(Almost) Everything you always wanted to know about the Federal Government….(but were afraid to ask)

I – Organization

The delegates who attended the Constitutional Convention decided that the federal government should have three distinct parts or “branches.”  They believed that a “separation of powers” between these three branches would keep one from becoming overpowering.  Thus, according to the Constitution, the federal government is made up of:

· The Legislative Branch, or Congress, which makes the laws
· The Executive Branch, headed by the president, to enforce the laws
· The Judicial branch, or court system, to interpret the laws
The neat diagram below shows how the government of the United States is organized.  Study the diagram, commit it to memory, put it under your pillow, whatever it takes.  You will need to know this information!
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	(The Cabinet) – an example of the Unwritten Constitution


	
	


1. Who is known as the “Chief Executive?” ______________

2. The Legislative Branch is made up of what two-lawmaking bodies? ______________ And ______________

3. The President can seek advise from how many “executive” departments? ______________

4. How many members are in Congress? ______________

5. Why are there so many more Representatives? _______________________________

______________________________________________________________________.

6. What is the name of the highest court in the United States? ______________

7. The presidential advisors are commonly called his ______________.

8. Which branch makes the laws? ______________

9. How many Senators are there from each state? ______________

10. If all of the Supreme Court Justices are present what is the closest possible decision? ______________

11. The Courts of Appeal and the District Courts, are part of which branch of government? ______________

12.  Who is the second ranking member of the executive branch? ______________

II – Executive Departments



The Executive Departments (aka - The Cabinet), help carry out the duties and responsibilities of the Federal Government.  When George Washington became president in 1789, he chose to have four executive departments advise him – State, War, Treasury, and the Attorney General.  He met frequently with the heads of these departments. 



Today there are fourteen Executive Departments.  Try to match each department with its responsibilities:

1. _______ State

2. _______ Treasury

3. _______ Defense

4. _______ Labor

5. _______ Justice

6. _______ Interior

7. _______ Agriculture

8. _______ Commerce

9. _______ Transportation

10. _______ Health and Human Services

11. _______ Housing and Urban Development

12. _______ Energy

13. _______ Education

A. 
Handles relations between the U.S. and other countries.

B. Enforces Federal laws and provides legal advice to the President and the heads of the Executive Departments.

C. Supervises the nation’s natural resources

D. Conducts scientific research, operates soil and water conservation projects, and helps farmers buy and manage their farms.

E. Promotes business growth and the advancement of technology; gives advice to owners of businesses; conducts population censuses.

F. Finances community development programs, helps troubles cities, and helps provide low-income housing for the poor.

G. Promotes safety, manages the highway system, and encourages high quality, low cost service to the public.

H. Includes the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), Center for Disease Control, Medicare and Medicaid programs, and the Social Security Administration

I. Collects Federal taxes and Customs duties; pays government expenses.

J. Directs the operations of the armed forces.

K. Provides aid for Elementary, Secondary, Higher Education, and aid for the handicapped and disadvantaged.

L. Controls oil import programs, natural gas and development of new energy sources.

M. Administers laws that benefit American workers and improve working conditions. 

III – Qualifications and Terms of Office


Persons wanting to hold public office at the national level must meet certain qualifications.  Articles I, II, and III of the Constitution explain the qualifications and terms of office for the Legislative, Executive, and Judicial branches.  


A random list of qualifications is listed below.  Consult the Constitution copy that is in your textbook to help you complete the chart below.

· Must live in the state where chosen

· No citizenship requirement

· Resident of the U.S. for 14 years

· Must be a natural born citizen.

· 
30

· 7

· 35

· 25

· 9

· 4

· 
2

· 6

· No residency requirement

· For life with “good behavior”

· No age requirement

· Must love in state where chosen

	Government Official
	Minimum Age
	Years a Citizen
	Residency Requirement
	Length of Term

	Representative
	
	
	
	

	Senator
	
	
	
	

	President
	
	
	
	

	Supreme Court Justice
	
	
	
	


IV – Separation of Powers


We live under a “Federal” system.  This means that power is shared and divided, between a strong national government, and the various state governments.  This division of power results in “delegated powers,”  which are given to the central (Federal) government and “reserved powers,”  which are retained by the states.  Some powers are shared and they are called “concurrent” powers.  


Generally speaking, the Federal government uses delegated powers in handling matters which affect the entire nation.  Reserved powers are used by the states to deal with local affairs. 


Based on the information you have just read, decide whether each of the following are examples of delegated powers, reserved powers, or national powers.  Use these three terms to fill in the appropriate blanks.    

1. ___________ Provide for local government

2. ___________ coin money

3. ___________ collect taxes

4. ___________ pass local health, safety and 

                             welfare laws

5. ___________ declare war and make treaties

6. ___________ borrow money

7. ___________ establish post offices

8. ___________ punish crimes committed    

                             within a state

9. ___________ raise and maintain armed 

                             forces

10. ___________ establish courts 

V – The System of Checks and Balances



The Delegates to the Constitutional Convention did not want any one branch of government to become too powerful.  For this reason the system of checks and balances was established.  This system allows one branch to limit, or “check” the power of another branch.


Listed below are important powers of the Executive, Legislative, and Judicial Branches.  Use the information to answer the questions that follow.

Executive Branch-

(President)

· May sign or veto bills

· Appoints judges, Ambassadors, Cabinet members

· Negotiates Treaties

· Prepares the Federal Budget


Legislative Branch

· Writes bills and send them to the president
· Can pass a law over the president’s veto with a 2/3 vote (override)
· The House can impeach the President by a majority vote – The Senate can than vote to remove the President with a 2/3 vote
· Approves or disapproves appointments made by the President
· Can Remove Judges and other officials for “improper” behavior


Judicial Branch

· Decides whether laws have been broken
· May declare a law “unconstitutional”
· The Chief Justice presides over impeachment proceedings
· Decides the legality of government actions
Directions: Each question has two parts.  Fill in the space in part “A” with the name of the branch that has the power described.  Fill in part “B” with the branch that can check the power of that first branch.

1. A – A law is written by the ______________ branch and signed by the President.

B- The law is declared unconstitutional by the ______________ branch.

2. A- A Supreme Court Judge is appointed by the ______________ branch.

B- The ______________ branch votes to remove the judge for misconduct.

3. A – A Secretary of State is chosen by the ______________ branch.

B- The ______________ branch decides not to approve of the President’s choice.

4. A- A bill is passed by the ______________ branch.

B – The ______________ branch vetoes it.

5. A- The ______________ branch vetoes a bill.  

B- The bill becomes a law when 2/3 of the members of each House of the ______________ branch approves it.    

