Constitution Unit Preview - During our unit of study on the Constitution we will analyze and examine the motivations behind the writing of the Constitution as well as its’ application.  As we move through the topic, you should be able to answer the following questions.  Use our class discussions, your notes, text, and any other source you choose to help you.  We may not specifically address all topics however you are responsible for this information. 

1) What is meant by the term “the Unwritten Constitution?”   Give one specific example.

2) What are delegated, reserved, and concurrent powers?

3) What flaw in the Articles of Confederation allowed states to argue and prevented the national government from intervening?

4) How did the 3/5 Compromise benefit southern states?

5) In what way does the president influence the Judicial Branch?

6) Who was responsible for the writing and publication of The Federalist Papers, and what was their purpose?

7) A basic right of all Americans is to have an impartial jury trial.  How could this right be eliminated?

8) What is the primary purpose of the cabinet?

9) What is a Representative Democracy?  Give 2 American examples of representative bodies.

10) Explain Federalism.
11)  What is meant by the term Separation of Powers?
12)  Describe John Marshall’s impact on the Judicial Branch. Give an example to support your description.

13) From where did the American application of limited government, and limitations on the powers of government originate?

14) Why is Marbury vs. Madison such an important case in American history?

15) What is the relationship between the Declaration of Independence and the Social Contract Theory? 

16) Explain the practice of Mercantilism.
17)  Why and when was the Bill of Rights added to the Constitution?

18) What is the difference between the Electoral Vote and the Popular Vote? 

19) Explain three different applications of Checks and Balances in American Government.

20) What is the relationship between Supreme Court decisions and public opinion?

21) What is the purpose of the State of the Union address?

22) Explain the constitutional conflict between Thomas Jefferson and the purchase of Louisiana. 

23) How are questions concerning Civil Liberties normally resolved in the United States?  Give 2 examples

24) What was the main conflict between delegates at the Constitutional Convention in 1787?  How was it resolved? 

25) What is the purpose of petitioning the government? 

