Distribution of Electoral Votes

Total Electoral Vote: 538 Needed to Elect: 270 



	State
	1981-1990
	1991-2000

	Alabama
	9
	9

	Alaska
	3
	3

	Arizona
	7
	8

	Arkansas
	6
	6

	California
	47
	54

	Colorado
	8
	8

	Connecticut
	8
	8

	Delaware
	3
	3

	D.C.
	3
	3

	Florida
	21
	25

	Georgia
	12
	13

	Hawaii
	4
	4

	Idaho
	4
	4

	Illinois
	24
	22

	Indiana
	12
	12

	Iowa
	8
	7

	Kansas
	7
	6

	Kentucky
	9
	8

	Louisiana
	10
	9

	Maine
	4
	4

	Maryland
	10
	10

	Massachusetts
	13
	12

	Michigan
	20
	18

	Minnesota
	10
	10

	Mississippi
	7
	7

	       Missouri
	11
	11

	Montana
	4
	3

	Nebraska
	5
	5

	Nevada
	4
	4

	New Hampshire
	4
	4

	New Jersey
	16
	15

	New Mexico
	5
	5

	New York
	36
	33

	North Carolina
	13
	14

	North Dakota
	3
	3

	Ohio
	23
	21

	Oklahoma
	8
	8

	Oregon
	7
	7

	Pennsylvania
	25
	23

	Rhode Island
	4
	4

	South Carolina
	8
	8

	South Dakota
	3
	3

	Tennessee
	11
	11

	Texas
	29
	32

	Utah
	5
	5

	Vermont
	3
	3

	Virginia
	12
	13

	Washington
	10
	11

	West Virginia
	6
	5

	Wisconsin
	11
	11

	Wyoming
	3
	3


How the Electoral College Works

The current workings of the Electoral College are the result of both design and experience. As it now operates: 

· Each State is allocated a number of Electors equal to the number of its U.S. Senators (always 2) plus the number of its U.S. Representatives (which may change each decade according to the size of each State's population as determined in the Census). 

· Following the general election held on the second Tuesday in November, the political parties (or independent candidates) in each State submit to the State's chief election official a list of individuals pledged to their candidate for president and equal in number to the State's electoral vote. Usually, the major political parties select these individuals either in their State party conventions or through appointment by their State party leaders while third parties and independent candidates merely designate theirs.  

· Whichever party slate wins the most popular votes in the State wins all the Electors of that State. [The two exceptions to this are Maine and Nebraska where two Electors are chosen by statewide popular vote and the remainder by the popular vote within each Congressional district]. 

· On the Monday following the second Wednesday of December (as established in federal law) each State's Electors meet in their respective State capitals and cast their electoral votes-one for president and one for vice president. 

· The electoral votes are then sealed and transmitted from each State to the President of the Senate (the Vice President of the U.S.) who, on the following January 6, opens and reads them before both houses of the Congress. 

· The candidate for president with the most electoral votes, provided that it is an absolute majority (one over half of the total), is declared president. Similarly, the vice presidential candidate with the absolute majority of electoral votes is declared vice president. 

· In the event no one obtains an absolute majority of electoral votes for president, the U.S. House of Representatives (as the chamber closest to the people) selects the president from among the top three contenders with each State casting only one vote and an absolute majority of the States being required to elect. Similarly, if no one obtains an absolute majority for vice president, then the U.S. Senate makes the selection from among the top two contenders for that office. 

· At noon on January 20, the duly elected president and vice president are sworn into office. 

1. How does a candidate win the electors from a particular state? 

2. When is the president actually elected? 

3. Can you think of a way in which a candidate can win the popular vote and lose the electoral vote?  Explain 

4. If you were running for president, which states would you spend the most time campaigning in? 

