The Articles of Confederation

I- Overview:

1. Written in 1776, approved in 1781

2.  National government consisted of a legislature (law making body) to pass an enforce laws (Unicameral Legislature).

3. The job of judging and punishing offenders was left to the states.  There was no formal judicial branch.

4. States could send as many representatives as they chose, but each state received just one vote.

5. Laws were passed with a 9/13 majority.  Changes in the Articles had to be unanimous.

6. Congress did not have the power to tax.

7. Congress could not force the states to do anything.

8. States had their own constitutions, economic policies, trade agreements, and even printed their own money.

9. State governments were superior to the national government.

II – Nationalists: – (Washington (pres.- 1776-1783), Franklin, Madison, and Hamilton) 

1. Wanted a stronger national government, coined the term “critical period.”  It applied to the years 1781-1787.

2. There was a huge war debt.

3. Individual rights were getting out of hand – social disorder.

4. Nationalists did not believe people were wise enough to govern themselves.

5. Shays’s Rebellion broke out in Massachusetts.  Congress was unable to raise and army.  Massachusetts had to resolve the problem alone. 

III – Successes of the Articles:

A- The Northwest Ordinance of 1787

1. Proposed by Thomas Jefferson it applied to land North of the Ohio River.

2. Upon reaching 5,000 voting residents a territory could elect a government.  When the total population reached 60,000 it could write a Constitution and become a state.

3. The importance of Public Education in the new territories was stressed.

B- Land Ordinance of 1785 

1. Land had to be surveyed before it could be sold.

2. Land was divided into townships 6 miles by 6 miles ( 36 sq. miles)

3. Every other township was to be divided into 36 square lots, each lot being a square mile (640 acres).  

4. Lot # 16 was to be set aside for a public school for the township.  

5. Lots were to be sold for the minimum price of $1.00 per acre. 

